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Mina.Abdalla@HCAHealthCare.com 

 
PROGRAM SCHEDULE 

8:00 – 8:20 Registration/Breakfast 
 
8:20 – 12:20 Session 1 
  Internal Medicine 
 
12:20 – 13:00 Lunch 
 
13:00 – 18:00 Session 2 
 Track 1 Emergency/Critical Care  

Ambulatory Care 
 

Track 2 Infectious Disease  
  Performance Improvement 
    
18:00 – 18:10 Closing Remarks 
 

SPEAKERS & OBJECTIVES 
 
SESSION I: 
 
Internal Medicine 
 
8:20-8:40  Impact of a pharmacist-driven protocol 
to decrease proton-pump inhibitor utilization 
Ila Darwich, Pharm.D 
Larkin Community Hospital 
Objectives: 
1. Describe the role of a pharmacist in identifying 

appropriate patient indication for proton-pump 
inhibitors 

2. Discuss methods used to integrate pharmacist 
intervention and physician collaboration using an 
automated system 

3. Compare and contrast the result of the proton-
pump inhibitor protocol post implementation 

 
8:40-9:00  Retrospective medication utilization 
review for saxagliptin in the Miami VA healthcare 
system 
Manuel Del Rio, Pharm.D. 
Miami VA Healthcare System 
Objectives: 
1. Discuss factors that impact the prescribing of 

saxagliptin in the Miami VA  
2. Identify potential concerns regarding diabetes 

treatment optimization  
3. Review the efficacy of saxagliptin in the Miami VA 

patient population 
 
9:00-9:20  Prospective evaluation of pharmacist 
services on congestive heart failure readmission 
rates 
Michelle Henninger, Pharm.D. 
Cleveland Clinic Florida 
Objectives: 
1. Explain the role of readmission rates in the 

congestive heart failure patients 
2. Describe the pharmacy driven bedside delivery 

service 
3. Compare readmission and adherence rates for 

patients that received bedside delivery and those 
that received standard of care 
 

9:20-9:40  Evaluating the efficacy of alternative 
urinary alkalinization methods with high-dose 
methotrexate and/or ifosfamide administration 
Ting Jiang, Pharm.D. 
University of Miami Hospital and Clinics 
Objectives: 
1. Describe mechanisms of renal toxicity related to 

high-dose methotrexate and ifosfamide 
administration 

2. Identify rational for urinary alkalinization during 
high-dose methotrexate and/or ifosfamide 
administration 

3. Discuss monitoring parameters associated urinary 
alkalinization with high-dose methotrexate and/or 
ifosfamide administration 
 

9:40-10:00  Evaluation of biologics therapy 
prescribing practices at the Miami Veterans 
Affairs Healthcare System 
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Ivana N. Milian, Pharm.D. 
Miami VA Healthcare System 
Objectives: 
1. Review guidelines for the management of immune 

related diseases treated with biologic therapy.  
2. Evaluate patient and medication specific factors 

that influence selection of biologic therapy.  
3.Discuss strategies to optimize biologic therapies for 

patients with immune related diseases.  
  

10:00-10:20  Retrospective review of patients with 
deep vein thrombosis present on admission to 
determine if an opportunity for outpatient 
management exists 
Stephanie Palma, Pharm.D. 
Baptist Hospital of Miami 
Objectives: 
1. Review the use of direct oral anticoagulants for 

DVT treatment 
2. Identify treatment trends in patients presenting with 

a DVT at a community hospital 
3. Discuss opportunities to optimize outpatient DVT 

treatment 
 

10:20-10:40  Implementation of a methadone 
weaning protocol with the use of a weaning 
assessment tool (WAT) in the pediatric intensive 
care unit (PICU): Phase 1: A Retrospective 
Assessment of Current Practices 
Samantha Parsons, Pharm.D. 
Broward Health Medical Center 
Objectives: 
1. Identify risk factors for opioid withdrawal in the 

pediatric population 
2. Review the validated WAT-1 protocol to decrease 

incidence of opioid withdrawal 
3. Assess current weaning practices at Broward 

Health Medical Center’s Salah Children’s Hospital 
4. Establish areas of improvement to optimize quality 

of patient care 
 
10:40-11:00  Assessment of the clinical 
effectiveness and safety outcomes associated 
with 4 factor prothrombin complex concentrate 
(4F-PCC) 
Heidi M. Perez Ruiz, Pharm.D. 
Broward Health Medical Center 
Objectives: 
1. Summarize background literature regarding the use 

of 4 factor prothrombin complex concentrate (4F-
PCC) 

2. Review current 4F-PCC prescribing practices at 
BHMC 

3. Discuss the methodology, outcomes and results of 
the study 

4. Identify the limitations of the study and future plans 
 

11:00-11:20  Evaluation of Pharmacist Impact on 
Oral Chemotherapy Prescribing, Monitoring, and 
Follow Up 
Katrina Piedra, Pharm.D. 
Jackson Memorial Hospital 
Objectives: 
1. Identify complexities with oral chemotherapy 

prescribing  
2. Evaluate areas for optimization of oral 

chemotherapy prescribing  
3. Determine impact of pharmacist involvement in the 

assessment and monitoring of oral chemotherapy 
prescriptions 

 
11:20-11:40  Evaluation of intravenous 
acetaminophen utilization in the surgical setting 
at the Miami Veterans Affairs Healthcare System 
Nour Samra, Pharm.D. 
Miami VA Healthcare System 
Objectives: 
1. Summarize guidelines relating to pain management 

in the surgical setting 
2. Assess different strategies in pain management 
3. Review opioid and IV acetaminophen utilization for 

the management of pain in the surgical setting 
 

11:40-12:00  Evaluating the incidence of 
hypoglycemia following treatment with 
intravenous insulin for hyperkalemia 
Noelle Sanchez, Pharm.D. 
Mercy Hospital  
Objectives: 
1. To evaluate the use of intravenous insulin for the 

treatment of hyperkalemia and the incidence of 
hypoglycemia 

2. Identify the timing of hypoglycemia and its risk 
factors in hospitalized patients  

3. Compare and contrast rate of hypoglycemia or 
severe hypoglycemia between high or low doses of 
insulin 

 
12:00-12:20  Efficacy of adding a corticosteroid 
premedication to current practice for prevention 
of rituximab administration related infusion 
reaction 
Robert Wilkinson, Pharm.D. 

Baptist Hospital of Miami 
Objectives: 
1. Discuss infusion-related reactions with rituximab 

administration 
2. Review a corticosteroid premedication protocol 
3. Examine the effect a corticosteroid premedication 

prior to rituximab has on infusion-related reactions 
 
12:20-13:00 Lunch 
 
SESSION II: 
 
TRACK I: 
 
Emergency/Critical Care 
 
13:00-13:20  Retrospective analysis of opioid 
rotation strategies in the pediatric intensive care 
unit 
Giselle Carrero, Pharm.D. 
Nicklaus Children’s Hospital  
Objectives: 
1. Define opioid rotation and discuss conversion 

strategies. 
2. Characterize the dosing strategies utilized for 

mechanically ventilated patients undergoing opioid 
rotation between fentanyl and hydromorphone 
continuous infusions. 

3. Discuss the relationship between the observed 
conversion factor and therapeutic endpoints after 
48 hours. 

 
13:20-13:40  Implementation of a post-operative 
atrial fibrillation prevention protocol for patients 
undergoing cardiothoracic surgery 
Jonathan Kline, Pharm.D. 
Baptist Hospital of Miami 
Objectives: 
1. Recognize common risk factors associated with 

post-operative atrial fibrillation 
2. Identify pharmacologic agents that may reduce the 

incidence of post-operative atrial fibrillation in 
patients undergoing cardiothoracic surgery 

3. Evaluate the impact of a protocol designed to 
prevent post-operative atrial fibrillation in patients 
undergoing cardiothoracic surgery 

 



13:40-14:00  Retrospective assessment of 
pharmacist-driven review of discharge 
antimicrobial regimens in the emergency 
department 
Trang Leminh, Pharm.D. 
Cleveland Clinic Florida  
Objectives: 
1. Describe the value of antimicrobial stewardship 

programs 
2. Explain the role of the pharmacist in an emergency 

department culture call-back program 
3. Compare the percentage of appropriate 

interventions for a nursing-led vs pharmacy-led 
service 

 
14:00-14:20  Retrospective evaluation of 
outcomes of vasopressor protocol in the medical 
ICU 
Vanessa C. Perez, Pharm.D. 
Cleveland Clinic Florida 
Objectives: 
1. Discuss current literature for vasopressor 

recommendations 
2. Describe the vasopressor protocol that was 

implemented into our institution  
3. Compare clinical outcomes before and after 

protocol implementation in the medical ICU 
 
14:20-14:40  Pharmacist driven urine culture call 
back for adult patients discharged from the 
emergency department 
Elizabeth Tencza, Pharm.D. 
Jackson Memorial Hospital 
Objectives: 
1. Analyze the impact of a pharmacist driven culture 

call-back service at a large academic teaching 
institution 

2. Describe empiric prescribing habits for urinary tract 
infections in patients discharged from the 
emergency department at our institution 

3. Describe the rate of antimicrobial resistance to 
empiric treatment for UTI in patients discharged 
from the emergency department 

 
Ambulatory Care 
 
14:40-15:00  Optimization of clinical and billing 
services by transplant pharmacy in an outpatient 
setting  
Pierina Cabrera, Pharm.D. 
Jackson Memorial Hospital 

Objectives: 
1. Describe fiscal models utilized for billing of 

outpatient transplant clinical pharmacy services  
2. Characterize the types of clinical pharmacy 

interventions made with each fiscal model  
3. Evaluate the viability and financial reimbursement 

of implementing either or both fiscal models into the 
routine care of transplant recipients  

 
15:00-15:20  Evaluation of the use of 
olodaterol/tiotropium therapy post conversion 
from inhaled corticosteroid at the Miami Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center 
Robbie Christian, Pharm.D. 
Miami VA Healthcare System  
Objectives: 
1. The objective of this presentation is to inform the 

audience of olodaterol/tiotropium use 
2. Review trend of patient’s being switched from 

olodaterol/tiotropium to inhaled corticosteroids 
3. Evaluate literature recommendations of 

olodaterol/tiotropium conversion 
  
15:20-15:40  Use of weight loss medications, 
exenatide and albiglutide for weight loss 
Emison Contreras, Pharm.D. 
Miami VA Healthcare System 
Objectives: 
1. Discuss the epidemiology of obesity 
2. Identify health complications due to obesity  
3. Review the use of weight loss medications at the 

Miami VA Healthcare System 
  
15:40-16:00  The impact of pharmacy service 
management on testosterone replacement 
therapy 
Katherine de Vera, Pharm.D. 
Miami VA Healthcare System 
Objectives: 
1. Describe the required monitoring needed initially for 

the efficacy and safety of testosterone replacement 
therapy for patients in the outpatient setting 

2. Review the labwork needed for monitor prior to 
testosterone prescription renewal 

3. Describe some of the challenges associated with 
patients on long term testosterone replacement 
therapy 
 

16:00-16:20  Projection of potential 
reimbursement of a post-hospital discharge 

pharmacist-operated medication management 
service 
Patricia Gonzalez-Abreu, Pharm.D. 
West Kendall Baptist Hospital  
Objectives: 
1. Describe the process of implementing a hospital 

based Medication Therapy Management (MTM) 
program including strategies to minimize cost 

2. Review patient’s criteria to qualify for medication 
therapy management 

3. Understand the process to calculate the potential 
revenue that can be generated to sustain a post-
discharge pharmacist driven MTM program 

 
16:20-16:40  Effect of zero copayments on 
medication adherence in a community pharmacy 
setting  
Melissa Jimenez, Pharm.D. 
Nova Southeastern University  
Objectives: 
1. Describe the effects of copayments on medication 

adherence in a community pharmacy setting. 
 

16:40-17:00  Pharmacist impact on botulinum 
toxin A use in a pediatric outpatient clinic 
Stephanie M. Machin, Pharm.D. 
Jackson Memorial Hospital  
Objectives: 
1. Determine the impact of a pharmacist in a pediatric 

neurology outpatient clinic, regarding  the ordering, 
dosing and dispensing of botulinum toxin type A  

2. Review the standardized protocol that was 
implemented at the pediatric neurology outpatient 
clinic 

3. Identify barriers in billing for botulinum toxin type A  
 
SESSION II: 
 
TRACK II: 
 
Infectious Disease 
 
13:00-13:20  Beta-lactam use in patients with a 
documented penicillin allergy  
Shantal Alcoba, Pharm.D. 
University of Miami Hospital 
Objectives: 
1. Review the current literature on penicillin antibiotics 

and their cross-reactivity with other beta-lactam 
agents 



2. Identify opportunities to improve antimicrobial 
stewardship by providing optimal antibiotic therapy 
for patients 

3. Recognize situations where beta- lactam therapy 
may be appropriate, despite documented penicillin 
allergy   

 
13:20-13:40  Evaluation of pharmacist impact on 
sepsis care and implementation of a sepsis 
protocol in the emergency department 
Damien Alpizar, Pharm.D. 
South Miami Hospital  
Objectives: 
1. Evaluate pharmacist impact on the implementation 

of a sepsis protocol bundle throughout admission 
2. Review the appropriateness of empiric antibiotics 

and antibiotic de-escalation 
3. Identify interventions made by a pharmacist in 

patients whom sepsis protocol is initiated in the 
emergency department (ED) and in the intensive 
care unit (ICU) 
 

13:40-14:00  Impact of a urinary tract infection 
treatment pathway on antimicrobial prescribing 
within a community hospital 
Alyssa Donadio, Pharm.D. 
Baptist Hospital of Miami 
Objectives: 
1. Understand challenges associated with treatment of 

urinary tract infections (UTIs) 
2. Review empiric antimicrobial therapies for UTI 

treatment 
3. Describe the impact of a treatment pathway 

designed to guide empiric antimicrobial therapy for 
UTIs 

 
14:00-14:20  Retrospective evaluation of empiric 
vancomycin dosing at a children’s hospital 
Tianyun Gao, Pharm.D. 
Nicklaus Children’s Hospital  
Objectives: 
1. Calculate vancomycin AUC/MIC using one trough 

level 
2. Identify potential risk factors for having a 

subtherapeutic vancomycin trough level in pediatric 
patients who received IV vancomycin 15 
mg/kg/dose every 6 hours 

3. Identify potential solutions for achieving a 
therapeutic vancomycin trough level in pediatric 
patients 

 

14:20-14:40  Medication risk factors and the 
development of hospital-acquired Clostridium 
difficile infection (CDI)  
Julian Mattes, Pharm.D. 
Broward Health Medical Center  
Objectives: 
1. Describe the prescribing practices that most 

impacted the acquisition risk of Hospital-acquired 
Clostridium Difficile Infection (HA-CDI) 

2. Detail the medical conditions and comorbidities 
most associated with HA-CDI 

3. Evaluate the appropriateness of treatment for HA-
CDI in the study population 

 
14:40-15:00  Evaluation of outpatient antimicrobial 
drug use at the Miami Veterans Affairs Health 
System 
Brenda I. Mendez, Pharm.D. 
Miami VA Healthcare System 
Objectives: 
1. Review the most common indications for antibiotics 

prescriptions 
2. Discuss the antibiotic prescribing practices at the 

Miami VA Healthcare System 
3. Identify antimicrobial stewardship opportunities at 

our institution 
 
15:00-15:20  Examining the use of rapid 
polymerase chain reaction assay in optimizing 
antimicrobial usage in respiratory viral infections 
Deandra Romero, Pharm.D. 
West Kendall Baptist Hospital 
Objectives: 
1. Provide an overview on the use of rapid 

polymerase chain reaction (PCR) assay in 
respiratory infections. 

2. Examine the use of rapid PCR assay in the 
management of respiratory viral infections in a 
community hospital.  

3. Describe the use of rapid PCR assay in identifying 
viral pathogens, evaluating appropriate treatment, 
and de-escalating of antimicrobial therapy when 
indicated 

 
Performance Improvement 
 
15:20-15:40  Evaluation of a pharmacy led free 
discharge program to streamline access to 
medications 
Suasy C. Acevedo, B.S., Pharm.D. 
Jackson Memorial Hospital 

Objectives: 
1. Define free discharge medication programs and its 

role in assuring health care access 
2. Review implementation of the Safety Net process 

using pharmacy personnel in a nonprofit academic 
medical system  

3. Determine if implementation of the Safety Net 
process using pharmacy personnel reduces costs 
in transitions of care while optimizing outcomes 

  
15:40-16:00  Pharmacists’ Impact On Hospital 
Consumer Assessment Of Healthcare Providers 
And Systems (HCAHPS) Survey Scores Through 
Discharge Medication Counseling 
Diana Christie, Pharm.D. 
Broward Health Medical Center 
Objectives: 
1. Review the background of Hospital Consumer 

Assessment Of Healthcare Providers And Systems 
(HCAHPS) Survey 

2. Review the pharmacy initiatives of medication 
discharge counseling 

3. Discuss transitions of care services by the 
pharmacy department 
 

16:00-16:20  Pharmacist Impact on the Transition 
of Care from Hospital to Home 
Cindy Cuello, Pharm.D. 
South Miami Hospital 
Objectives: 
1. Assess pharmacist interventions made at the 

transition of care from hospital to home 
2. Evaluate the effectiveness of the pharmacist-driven 

counseling provided at discharge 
3. Measure the participant 30-day readmission rate 
 
16:20-16:40  Assessing Appropriateness of 
Antibiotics Using Data Surveillance Software 
Jesse K. Fulmer, Pharm.D., MHIT 
Jackson Memorial Hospital 
Objectives: 
1. Describe the CDC Core Elements of hospital 

antibiotic stewardship programs 
2. Evaluate the role of data surveillance software in 

prospective audit and feedback  
3. Discuss potential interventions that can be 

identified when assessing antibiotic 
appropriateness 

 
 



16:40-17:00  Time is brain; assessing the 
effectiveness of a new stroke protocol 
implementation at Homestead Hospital 
Parit Patel, Pharm.D. 
Homestead Hospital 
Objectives: 
1. To describe and identify the flaws associated with 

the old stroke protocol at homestead hospital  
2. To explain the steps taken by pharmacists to 

improve and aid in creating the new stroke protocol 
at Homestead Hospital. 

3. To analyze the continuing improvement process 
implemented at Homestead Hospital by the stroke 
committee.   

 
Closing Remarks                
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